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I Know thoſe who are commonly 
called Arminians, are not of your 
Opinion about the Doctrine of Free 
Juſtzfication ; for I have heard you 
ſay that you can vindicate from 
Scripture and Reaſon, that Men 
were juſtified freely whilſt they were wicked, by 
Chr:/t's undertaking Death and Sufferings: But 
they, the Arminiaus, ſay none can be juſtified 
till chey believe. 

Hewlett. Sir, if I found theſe Gentlemen 
were of my Mind in this particular Argument of 
Free Juſtification, then I ſhould be eaſed of the 
Burden of publiſhing theſe my Thoughts to the 
World. I think that I have conceived an Idea 
which tends to remove many Objections againſt 
the Chriſtian Religion, and to unite Chriſtians 
together to be of one Mind; and therefore I 
thought it my Duty thus to do, tho' it is a Grief 
to me to be forced to write contrary to my 
A 2 Friends, 
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Friends, and to my own Intereſt, I aſſure you 
my chief End in this Undertaking, is to promote 
the Intereſt of the Chriſtian Religion, for the 
Good of Mankind: And tho' it is hard to be 
hated and hurt by thoſe for whom I run great Ha- 
zards to do them good; yet it is no more than 
that which has been done to one who is infinitely 
ſuperior to me. If I could find any who would 
do it, I ſhould be glad not to appear in publick 
Print; but I believe if I do not do it, it would 
not be done at all, and therefore I hope you will 
excuſe my Forwardnels. 

Deijt. You know it is the common Opinion of 
moſt among us, that the Reaſon why Chriſtians 
are not of one Mind concerning Religion, is be- 
cauſe Men are of different Abilities, * and ſo be- 
hold Things in a different Light from one an- 
other. 5 

Hew. I take that not to be the Caſe ; becauſe 
thoſe very Perſons who differ ſo much from one 
another about Religion, yet they can be of one 
Mind about their common Employment, The 
Workman who works on Metals, does not dit- 
agree about what to call them. If one of theſe 
Workmen ſhews a Piece of Braſs, another does 
not ſay it is a Piece of Iron, or a third that it is 
Lead. No: Tho' they are of different Abilities, 
yet they agree in their Conceptions of all com- 
mon Things: But the Workmen of Chriſt's Got- 
pel do not agreee about common Things: As for 
Inſtance, notwithſtanding the Word Juſtify is a 
common Word, and one would think as eaſy to 
be underſtood by thoſe who have ſpent many Years 


in learning the Meaning of Words, asa Piece of 
Braſs 


. 

Braſs may be known by the Workman; yet the 
former, that is, Miniſters, differ in their Notion of 
this plain Word Juſtify. Some of them will have 


it, that to Juſtify is to indulge; others of them 


ſay, to Juſtify is to impute another's Goodneſs to 
them : Others of Chriſt's Workmen tell us that 
to Juſtify is to pardon or forgive Sins; and thus the 
Chriſtian Religion is thrown into the utmoſt Con- 
fuſion; and that the Ignorant may not be able to 


diſcover the Fallacy, they tell them that the 


Scripture Senſe of Juſtification, is contrary to our 
common Acceptation of that Word, which is the 
fame, as to ſay the Bible is not good Language. 
If Workmen on Metals were to imitate Chriſt's 
Workmen, what Confuſion would they breed in 
the World: As for Example, if one who did 
not well underſtand Metals, was to carry a Piece 
of Braſs to enquire of different Workmen what it 
was, and one ſhould fay it is Copper, a ſecond 
ſay it is Bell- metal, a third ſay it is Gold; What 
could the Ignorant do in ſuch a Caſe? He could 
not believe all theſe Workmen, becauſe they con- 
tradict each other, and he might doubt whether 
either of them were right. This would naturally 
breed as much Confuſion in Trade as there is in 
Religion. I have oftentimes heard Miniſters give 
many different Interpretations, and yet they might 
conſider, that if theſe Interpretations are diffe- 
rent, they cannot be all right. If you were to chuſe 
ſeveral Goldſmiths, the one a Papiſt, another a 


Calviniſt, a third an Arminian; theſe would be 


of one Mind about Gold and Silver, in Things 
concerning their Employment, tho' of different 
Abilities, and althg' they cannot agree in Matters 


of 
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(6) 
of Religion; ſo that it is plain, that their diffe- 
rentAbilities are not the Cauſe of their difterent O. 
Pinions about Religion. Had thoſe who work on 
Metals beſtowed ſo much Pains and Care. to pre- 
vent the common People from knowing the Dif- 
ference between one Sort of Metal and another, 
for a thouſand Years together, as Chriſt's pretended 
Workmen have done to prevent the true Know- 
ledge . of proper Words and clear Ideas in Reli- 
gion, for more than 1200 Years, I ſuppoſe by 
this Time Metals would be known as little as Re- 
ligion is now. 

Deiſt. Is it poſſible to attain to a ſatisfactory 
Knowledge of the Chriſtian Religion? 
Heu. Ves, Sir, I think you may, if you are 
an impartial intent Enquirer. 

Dei. I profeſs J have no Prejudice againſt Chri- 
ſtianity. The Reaſon why I queſtion its Divinity, 

is, becauſe it is I think contrary to Reaſon: As 
for Inſtance, in relaton to this Doctrine which 


you now eſpouſe of God's juſtifying Men freely, 


I cannot underſtand ; for if it is free for nothing, 
then it is without Works or Faith, or in other 
Words, that God juſtifies Men whulſt they are 
wicked. This is contrary to your Bible; there it 
is faid, that God will not juſhify the Wicked, 
Exod. xxiii, 7 

Herw. I ſhall attempt to prove that God has 
juitified wicked Men by his Son, without imput- 
Go them his Righteouſneſs. Firſt, I ſhall en- 
quire what is the true Meaning of the Word J 
tify. Secondly, who were they the Scripture 
mentioned as thus freely juſtified by the Son of 


God, Thirdly, J ſhall prove that Christ s Under- 
tak 


(7) 

taking, did not prevail upon God to ſpare the then 
wicked World, but he thereby prevented thoſe 
Deſtroyers from their dreadful Deſigns. Pourthly, 
That theſe my Notions naturally tend to con- 
' vince the Deiſt, Papiſt, and Calviniſt of their 
Miſtake. Firſt, I am to conſider what is the true 
Meaning of the Word Juſtify ; and this being 
rightly underſtood, naturally paves the Way for 
a clear Notion of theſe Ideas ; and then to Juſti- 
fy, is to declare the Perſon thus tried, not to be 
guilty of the Charge brought againſt him, fo that 
it is not Pardon, nor Acceptance, nor Indul- 
gency, neither is it to declare the Perſon thus tri- 
ed altogether finleſs ; but it is to declare him not 
guilty of the Charge brought againſt him. Before 
a Perſon can properly be ſaid to be juſtiſied, he 
muſt be firſt accuſed of ſome Guilt, or elſe it 
would be only Commendation, and not Juſtifi- 
Cation, 

Deiſt. Who but God's Omniſciency can ac- 
cuſe us? None can know ſo much of our Guilt, 
as he who knows all Things. 

Heu. God's Omniſciency can not be the Ac- 
cuſer, becauſe that would be to ſuppole him not 
perfect in Knowledge; for if he accuſed his 
Creatures of being Guilty, and afterwards declares 
them not to be Guilty of what he charged them 
with; this is the fame, as to fay, he thought 
they had beenGuilty, but was miſtaken. It would 
be a Diſgrace for one Man to accuſe another of 
Guilt, and afterwards confeſs he was not Guilty 
of that which he had before charged him with ; 
ſo that it is no leſs than Blaſphemy, to fay God 
-accuſes ſuch whom he Juſtifies: And as to be 
| Juſti- 
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(68) 
Juſtified, does ſignify to be declared not Guilty of 
a Charge brought againſt them; ſo this Accuſa- 
tion from which God clears or Juſtifies, muſt be 
brought by ſome other Being or Beings, and not 
by God who juſtifies them. Secondly, To conſider 
who are the Perſons thus freely Juſtiſied in the 
Scripture Senſe, and then it is the Ungodly, 


Rom. iv. 5. 
Dei}. I know it is there ſaid, that he that is 


God, juſtifies the Ungodly : But this appears to 


me contrary to Reaſon and the Nature of Things ; 
ſo that I am inclined to think that ſuch Doctrine 
cannot be divine, but human Policy to get Mo- 
ney by it, as the Papiſts do by their craving 
Pardons and Indulgencies to thoſe who have Mo- 
ney to pay for it. But the Calviniſis can be juſti- 
fied at a cheaper Rate; for they profeſs to be juſ- 
tified by Faith, and yet affirm that they were 


Juſtified before they were born, Plain Contradicti- 


ons | The Chriſtian Religion looks to me to be only 


a Heap of Confuſion, and even the Arminians, as 


ou call them, I think had better turn Deiſts, 
than hold with ſo many Contradictions, What 
fignifies their telling us that Paul meant that 
God juſtifies Men who were ungodly, but now 
are turned, and become godly and righteous Per- 
ſons; that is all one as to fay, Paul ſaid one 
Thing and meant another; for when they were 
turned from their Ungodlineſs, then they could 
not be ſaid to be of that Number: And fo ac- 
cording to them, what Paul ſays is not true ; and 
it ſo, then it muſt be a Lye; and if God does juſ- 
tify the Ungodly, then the Calvin may, I 

think, 


F 
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think, put in for a Share amongſt you ; and if 


God does not juſtify the Ungodly, then Paul 


has not done you Juſtice, Suppoſe a Nobleman 
ſhould fay, Such a Day I will invite the Poor to 
Dinner ; but he means he will invite thoſe who 
were poor, but now are rich. Is not this a plain 
Deception ? So toſay, God juſtifies the Ungodly, 
becauſe he Juſtifies them who were ſo, is a ma- 
nifeſt Falſhood : And Rom. v. 10. Paul faid, 
When we were Enemies, we were reconciled to God 
by the Death of his San. It is not becauſe they 
repented and turned to God, that they were thus 
reconciled to him ; but becauſe of the Death of 
his Son, whilſt they were Enemies. Who can 
call this rational Doctrine? 

Hew. Sir, if we take in two other Ideas, then 
I think we may make theſe and many other 
Texts appear to be rational. As Firſt, That 
Satan and his Angels are the Accuſers of Man- 
kind, Secondly, That this Juſtification is only 
of a temporal Nature. As to the Firſt, you can- 
not ſay it is contrary to Reafon, to ſuppoſe that evil 
Angels ſhould accuſe Men, ſeeing ſuch Beings are 
both able and willing to perform ſuch ungenerous 
Actions. And I have already proved, that none 
can be properly juſtified, before they are accuſed; 
and that God cannot be the Accuſer of thoſe 
whom he does juſtify : So that if God juſtifies a- 
ny, as Scripture ſays he does, then they mult be 
firſt accuſed by ſome other Being, and not by 
God: And who can we think of ſo likely, for ſo 
wicked Employment, as thoſe evil Angels, eſpe- 
cially as they are repreſented as the Acculers of 
the Brethren ? Rev. xii, 10, 11, 12, Feb is ſaid 

| B to 
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to be accuſed by Satan, of not being fincere ; as 
tho' he had ſaid, I have been tripped of all. If 
Fob was ſo ſerved, he would be as bad as I have 
been. Sodom and Gomorrah were accuſed of be- 
ing exceeding Wicked. But more of this by and 
bye. Secondly, This Free Juſtification of the 
ungodly World, was only temporal; that is, a 
being freed from preſent Deſtruction. My Rea- 
ſon for this Thought, is becauſe we are frequent- 
ly aſſured, that the ungodly World ſhould be 
condemned. Now if the ſame Perſons, who are 
ſaid to be juſtified freely, are, notwithſtanding, in 
Danger of being condemned; then it is certain 
that the Juitification was only from paſt Accuſa- 
tions: If they are again accuſed, they are as lia- 
ble to be condemned, as tho' they had never been 
juſtified. And is not this the Nature of Juſtifi- 
cation at all Times; that it is a being declared 
not Guilty of the Charge brought againſt them ? Ic 
is not a being declared perfectly innocent, if a 
Man is Guilty of being put in Priſon, and is ac- 
cuſed of being Guilty of Death. In ſuch a Caſe, 
he ought to be declared not Guilty; he is acquit- 
ted of the Charge brought againſt him. It is my 
Opinion that Crit did more for that Genera- 
tion, in which he lived, than for any ever ſince: 
And, I ſuppoſe, they needed more ſuper-natural 
Aſiſtance than any ſince. My Reaſon is this, be- 
cauſe he is ſaid to be a Propitlation, or, as it is in 
another Tranſlation, a Reconciliation for the Sins 
of the whole World. It is contrary to common 
Scuſe to fay Perſons were reconciled, who were 
not then in Being; for that would be the ſame 
as to ſay, Perſons were reconciled together before 


they 
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they were at Variance, 1 John ii. 2. This Text 

ſpeaks ſo plain, that eicher we muſt allow that 

Chriſt's Propitiatory Sacrifice was intended only 

for that Generation, or elle Men may be at Va- 

riance or at Enmity before they are born, which 

WM . but very few have ſo much loſt their Reaſon, as 
to believe. He is ſaid to make an End of Sin, 

and to take away the Sin of the World ; which I 

| think cannot be ſaid to be done to any other Ge- 
; neration, becauſe they, at that Time, had no Sin 
to take away. I could produce other Arguments 
had I Time. Therdly, It will appear, if we con- 
ſider a few Arguments, that Chriſt's Undertaking, 
was not to prevail upon God to ſpare the World, 
but to ſtop the Rage of evil Angels; or, in other 
Words, to conquer the Power of Darkneſs. This 
appears to be the Cafe, becauſe God jo loved the 
World, as to ſend his Son, not to condemn tive World, 
but that the World may be /aved, The Scripture I 
think makes clear Diſtinctions between theſe 
Things. Now, tho' you may not believe the Bi- 
ble, becauſe there 1 appears to you unreaſonable Pro- 
poſitions contained in it, yet I expect that you 
ſhall not reject any Arguments agreeable to Rea- 

lon. 
Deſt. J will not. 

Hew. As to the Perſons thus Juſtified by 
Chriſi's Blood, I take to be all the World of 
that Generation, both Godly and Ungodly ; for as 
they are ſaid to be Juſtthzd by Chriſt's Blood, fo 
the Wicked muſt have the ſame Share i in it as the 
Good, becauſe it is without a Condition. I con- 
ceive it is otherwiſe, when Men are ſaid to be 
Juſtified by Faith ; becauſe that is a Condition: 
B 2 For, 
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For, according to that, they who do not believe, 
are not under the Promiſe of being Juſtified in 
that Senſe of the Word : So that there are two 
Sorts of Juſtification ; the one without any Act of 
Men, by Chriſt alone; the other by Faith, which 
is an Act of Man. Secondly, As to the Sort of 
Juſtification by Chr:/?'s Blood alone, I take it to 
be, as the Apoſtle ſaid, only a Juſtification of 
Life, and this extended to all the World then in 
Being; that is, all Mankind were at that Time 
accuſed of being Guilty of ſuch Crimes, as that 
all the World deſerved to be deſtroyed, as Sodom 
and the Cities about it were accuſed of being Guil- 
ty of ſuch Crimes as they thought fit for Deſtruc- 
tion. Agteeable to the Apoſtle's Words. Rom. ix. 
29. Except the Lord of Hoſts had left us a Seed, we 
had been made as Sodom, and had been made like 
to Gemorrab; that is, utterly deſtroyed. The Rea- 


fon frequently given, why a City, Kingdom, or 


the World, ought to be totally deſtroyed, 1s be- 


| cauſe they are univerſally Wicked, Thus it was 


with Sodom and the Old World, and with the Ca- 
naanites, and the 1ſraelites that ſucceeded them: 
They were ripe for Deſtruction, when they were 
nniverſally corrupt and wicked. And thus, when 
the World was overſpread with Ignorance and 
Wickedneſs; then in this the Fulneſs of Time, 
God ſent forth his Son, made of a Woman, made 
under the Law, to redeem the Jews, And allo, it is 
frequenily ſaid, that he taſted Death for every 
Man; died for the wholeWorld, for the Good and 
for the Wicked, or Ungodly, Rom. iv. 5. To 
make it yet more plain and familiar : Suppoſe 


when Sedom, and the Cities of the Plain were 
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accuſed, as it is repreſented, Gen. xviii. 21, of be- 
ing exceeding Wicked: I ſay, ſuppoſe Lot, or 
ſomebody elſe, had wrought Miracles, as our 
Lord did in his Days, and thereby have turned 
ten Perſons to become righteous, then all the Ci- 
ty would have been ſaved, or acquitted from the 
Charge brought againſt them, for the Sake of the 
ten righteous Perſons, Gen. xvili. 32. Agreeable 
to our Saviour's Words, Matt. xi. 23. If the 
mighty Works which he did, had been done in So- 
dom, they had remained unto this Day : That 1s, 
they had not been deſtroyed, and ſo had been 
Juſtified in the proper Senſe of the Word; they 
had remained a People till this Day. Now if the 
Perſon had thus ſaved Sodom, by working Mira- 
cles, and had died in the performing of his Of- 
fice; then it might be properly ſaid, that he Juſ- 
tified them by his Blood. And I think our Lord 
ſpake to this Purpoſe, John xii. 3 1. Now is the 
Judgment of this World, now ſhall the Prince of 
this World be caſt out : That is, as I take it, the 
Accuſer of Mankind does inſiſt upon it, that 
this World ſhould be judged now ; and that his 
Deſire being anſwered, will prove his Deſtruction. 
He ſhall now be caſt out; for none can be judg- 
ed or tryed for any Crime, unleſs they are firſt 
accuſed of being Guilty of that Crime. And the 
Prince of this World, and his Angels ,are frequent- 
ly repreſented as Accuſers of Mankind ; and he 
having had Succeſs in the Deſtruction of Sodom, 
might perhaps think to prevail for the Deſtruc- 
tion of the whole World, This appears to 
me to be the Caſe, becauſe our Lord fays, Ver. 
47. I came not to judge the World, but to jave 

| the 
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the World : And juſt before his Death, he tells his 
Diſciples, that the Prince of this World is judged, 
John xvi. 11. From theſe Texts we may learn, 
that the World, and the Prince of theWorld was 
judged; and the Conſequence was, that the Prince 
was condemned, and caſt out, and the World 
faved. And both are ſaid to be done by Chri/?'s un- 
dertaking Death and Sufferings, Col. ii, 1 5. Rom. 
v. 10. compared, And he, it is ſaid, was tempted, 
that he might ſuccour them that were tempted ; 
and that he was made perfect thro' Sufferings. 
I take it that our Lord taſted of our Infirmities, 
that he might be able to judge, whether the real 
Cauſe of the then Wickedneſs of the World, was 
in them or their Prince; and it was found that 
the Darkneſs and Ignorance of the World, was 
the Cauſe of its being ſo Wicked; and that the 
God of this World, was the Cauſe.of that Dark- 
neſs the World was thus overſpread with: And 
therefore, whilſt he accuſed others, he was con- 
demned himſelf, Juſt as tho' a Governor of a 
City ſhould uſe all Endeavours potlible, to draw 
the Inhabitants of that City from paying dutiful 
Allegiance to their King; and by his Miſ-repre- 
ſentations, had at laſt cauſed theſe People to act in 
open Violence againſt their righttul Sovereign, and 
then go and accuſe them before his and their 


King, of their treaſonable Actions; do you think, 


in ſuch a Caſc, it would not be juſt and wile, to 


caſt ſuch, a Governor out, and impute the Peo- 


ple's Sins to their being miſ-led? that is, acquit 
them, as not really deſerving ſuch Puniſhment for 
ſuch Sins of Ignorance; which is the true Mean- 
ing of the Word Jui, to declare them not 

Guilty 
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Guilty of the Charge brought” againſt them. 
Now, ſuppoſe in the forementioned Caſe of So- 
dom, as our Lord ſuppoſes it poſſible, that they 
might be ſaved, if Miracles had been afforded 
them: I fay, in ſuch a Caſe, if the Perſon thus 
ſent to work Miracles, and thereby turn ſuch to 
Righteouſneſs who were not thoroughly hardened 
in Sin, and ſo fave the whole City, and he him- 
ſelf ſhould be murdered in the Execution of his 
Office; would it not be ſtrange, that a Set of 
People ſhould ariſe of another Generation, and af- 
firm, that as it was declared by ſome of theſe 
righteous Perſons, that that Perſon's Blood, who 
turned them to Righteouſneſs, was the Cauſe of 
the whole City's being juſtified and ſaved ; that 
they ſhould therefore affirm that God puniſhed 
him, tho' innocent, to let the Wicked go free : 
And that God had given it into the Hands of the 
Prieſts and their Company, to juſtity whom they 
pleaſe, for the ſake of that innocent Man's Blood, 
be they never ſo wicked in all future Generations. 
A Stock of his Blood being, as they fay, laid up 
in their Hands for that Purpoſe. Suppoſe another 
Set of People ſhould ariſe, and ſay, it is true, we 
are Juſtified freely by his Blood; but it is not 
whom the Prieſt pleaſes, but it is ſuch whom God 
has eternally picked cut for that Purpoſe, and all 
others mult periſh, only becauſe God would not 
impute this innocent Perſon's. Blood and good 
Works to them. Who would think that ſuch 
Doctrines could be drawn from fuch Actions? 
Whereas it was that Generation only, who were 
actually Juſtified in the true Senſe of the Word Fu/- 
tify ; for had ten righteous Perſons been found in 
So- 
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Sodom, the whole City, we are told, would have 
been faved; that is, acquitted of the Charge 
brought againſt them, of being ſo exceeding wick- 
ed, as to be fit for total Deſtruction. Now, I 
ſay, if Sodom had been thus ſaved, and ſo temain- 


ed to this Day; it would not be proper to ſay, the 


Generations of theſe Sodomites ever ſince were Juſ- 
tified by that Man's Blood as their Fathers were ; 
becauſe when that Act of Juſtification paſt, they, 


the then unborn Offspring of Sodom, were not ca- 


pable of being either accuſed or juſtified, It is 
eaſy to apply this to the preſent Argument of 
Man's being Juſtified by Chr:/?'s Blood; that is, 
ſaved from that Deſtruction then defigned for 
them: We, their Offspring, could not in any 
proper Senſe, be ſaid fo be Juſtified at that Time, 
ſo long before we were born : And to Juſtify, is 
an Act that requires ſome Time for it ; and 
when once that Act is paſt, it can never be re- 
peated, that is, when Men are Juſtified, it muſt 


be for ſomething laid to their Charge in Time 


paſt; and if any Thing of that Nature happens, 
after this Act of Juſtification is paſt, then there 


requires, in ſuch a Caſe, another Act of Juſtifica- 


tion, the former Act not being capable to diſcharge 
Perſons from any other Charge, than that which 
was then brought againſt them. So that if any 
are Juſtified by Chriſt's Blood fince that Genera- 


tion, it cannot be by that Act of Juſtification 


then paſt in that Generation, Now which do 

ou think would prove the greateſt Mortification 
to the Princt of the Power of Darkneſs, either to 
have it proved, that he was the real Cauſe of their 


Wickedneſs, whom he accuſed of being fo wick- 
| ed, 


(17) 

ed, as to deſerve to be made like to Sodom and Ge- 
morrah, or his being told that the Son of God 
had paid Men's Debts, and did never deſign to 
pay any of his. I fay, which is the likelieſt 
Way to bring an evil-minded Being to Shame ? 

Deiſt. ] confeſs you have given a much more 
rational Account of Free Juſtification by Chriſt's 
Blood, than I have heard before ; but becauſe you 
oppoſe the common Notion of Chriſtians, you 
ought to confider whether you may not be miſ- 
taken. | 

Heu. Sir, I ſhall offer a few Reaſons for it; 
and if you cannot contradict theſe Arguments, 
then I hope you will farther conſider of it. Firſt 
it is ſaid 1/azab liii. 11, that he ſhould Juſtity 
many by his Knowledge, which is, as I take it, 
vg. he ſhall have ſo much Knowledge, as to diſ- 
cern when Men are, or ſhall be accuſed, by the 
Accuſer of the Brethren, whether the Accuſation 
is juſt or not; and ſo by his Knowledge ſhall juſ- 
tify many, even as a good Judge will endeavour 
to penetrate into the true Nature of the Accuſa- 
tion, and how far the Accuſed is Guilty of the 
Charge brought againſt him. Secondly, This Sort 
of Juitification is moſt agreeable to free Agency ; 
for it the Notion of the Papiſts, or the Calornfts, 
concerning this Doctrine be true, then we may 
juſtly ſay, chat none ever was Juſtified by Chriſts 
Blood, as free Agents, or becauſe they were found 
not Guilty of the Crimes laid to their Charge. 
But my Notion of Juſtification, is every way 
ſuited to the Capacities of reaſonable Creatures; 
and therefore I think none can juſtly object againſt 
it. If Men were taken into favour with God, only 
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(18) 
for the ſake of Chriſt's Obedience; which can- 
not be the Caſe: Yet even that cannot properly 
be called Juſtification. They might be ſaid to be 
accepted, but could not, for that Reaſon, be de- 
clared not Guilty ; they may be forgiven, and fo 
acquitted : But that is very different from being 
ſo acquitted, as to be declared never to have 


been Guilty of the Crimes laid to their Charge. 


Thus, you ſee, that according to the Notion of 
the Pap:i/ts and Calviniſts, none ever were Juſti- 
fied by Chri/?'s Blood, Thirdly, This my Notion 
of Free Juſtification, 1s agreeable to God's known 


Perfections, and that theirs are not. I am ſure if 


a Judge was to do as they ſuppoſe God does, he 
would be accounted the vileſt Judge that ever the 
Earth bore, For if, as the Papiſls ſay, that God 
has put it into the Prieſts Power to juſtify or in- 
dulge whom they pleaſe, be they never ſo wick- 
ed, this ſuppoſes God to be neitheir wiſe, juſt, 
or Good. But if, as the Caluiniſts will have it, 
that God ſhares out his Son's Blood himſelf, to 
juſtify, or rather indulge a very few, and all the 
World beſides muſt be damned for ever, becauſe 
he has not appointed them a Share in his Son's 
juſtitying Blood. This ſuppoſes him to be unjuſt 
to his Son, to the Elect, and to the Non-elect; 
and not wiſe, becauſe ſuch a Conduct tends both 
to make the Ele&t and Non-elect careleſs of their 


Duty: It ſuppoſes him to be unholy, becauſe he 


gives no Motives to Virtue, either to the Elect or 
Reprobates. But my Notion of Free Juſtifica- 
tion, is agreeable to all God's Perſections, namely, 
that when the World was overſpread with Igno- 
rance ard Lrror, by the Subtlety and Malice of 

ma- 


69,9 
malicious ſubtle Beings, cha ſo the World might 
be totally deſtroyed hat then, in the Fulneſs 
of Time, God ſent forth his Son, to reſeue Mas- 
kind out of Satan's Hands. 

Deiſt. Could not God have n Mankind 
without the Help of his Son ? 

Hew. God could have brought you and I into 
Being without the Help of our Parents, if he 
pleaſed. Can you prove it contrary to Reaſon 
and the Nature of Things, for God to conquer 
the Power of Darkneſs by the Inſtrumentality of 
his Son; if not then, it is out of the Queſtion, ac- 
cording to your own Agreement, 

Deiſt. I cannot ſay it is contrary to Reaſon for 
God fo to act, if he pleaſe: But the moſt high 
God, I think can rule the higheſt Order of his 
Creatures without one to help him; and how can 
any be deſtroyed by evil Angels, without God at 
leaſt permits it. 

Hew, What do you mean by God' Der 
Men to be in the Power of evil Beings.  * 
Däeiſt. To permit, is to allow or leave a Perſon to 
his own Liberty. To lay the Reins of a Horſe 
on his Neck,' is to permit him to go as he 
pleaſe. 

Hew, Sir, I deſire you to remember, that I 
am only conſidering what Account the Bible gives 
us of this Matter, and not what has happened in 
any Generation ſince, I do not ſuppoſe that 
thoſe evil Beings have ſo much Power now as 
they had before the Coming of Chriſt. But their 
not publickly ſhewing their Power in our Days, 
do not ſufficiently prove, that they never did in 
any other Generation, May we not as well gu 
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tion the Truth of every Thing our Eyes have not 


ſeen, as to queſtion thoſe Things related in 
the Bible, if they are not contrary to Reaſon. 
It would be very ſtrange and wonderful in our 
Days, to ſee a Man nine Foot and a Hand's 
Breadth high, whoſe Coat weighed a hundred and 
fifty eight Pounds, 1 Sam. xvii. 4,.5, And be- 
cauſe there is no ſuch Man in our Generation, is 
that a fufficient Reaſon for. us to queſtion, whe- 
ther there was ever ſuch a Man; furely no: And 
ſo we may ſay of every Thing elſe related in the 
Bible, if thoſe Things therein related are not con- 
trary to the Reaſon and Nature of Things. Now 
if God did permit evil Angels to hurt and deſtroy 
Men, according to your Deſcription of the Word 
permit; that is, allow or give them leave fo to 
do, that is the ſame as to ſay, God delivered 
them into their Hands to be puniſhed, They 
were God's Executioners to puniſh Men for theic 
Sins: But then this ought to be remembered, 
that theſe evil and cruel Beings oftentimes made 
the moſt of the Power God gave them, and there- 
fore Sacrifices were appointed to ſtop their Rage, 
as may be ſeen in many Paſſages of the Old Teſ- 
tament, 2 Sam. xxiv. 16. and 25. compared, 
There we find the deſtroying Angel was about 
to deſttoy Feru/alem, and was ſtopt by Offering 
of Sacrifices. | . 

Deiſt. Do you ſuppoſe theſe deſtroying Angels, 
eould go beyond their Commiſſion? 

Hew. Why may we not ſuppoſe that thoſe may 
go beyond their Commiſſion, as well as wicked 
Men, Zecb. i. There we find, that when God 
Was angry but a littie, 'and delivered them, the 


Jews, 


(21) he 
Fews, with whom he was a little angry, into 
the Hands of the Heathen, they helped forward 
with their Affliction, that is, they puniſhed them 
more than they ought : For which cauſe God pu- 
niſhed the Oppreſſor, and relieved the Oppreſſed. 

Now it appears to me, that the Sacrifice of 
Chr:/t, anſwered all the Ends; the Sacrifices un- 
der or before the Law were deſigned to anſwer, 
that is; that his coming and proving that the then 
Wickedneſs of the World, was owing to their 
Ignorance, by the Subtlety and Malice of him, 
whom our Lord calls the Prince of this World, 
who was for the ſame judged and caſt out, never 
more to have Power over the World, in the Man- 
ner he had it before. Our Lord afterwards had 
all Power given him, both in Heaven and Earth ; 
and fince that there has been no Occaſion of theſe 
Maſaical Sacrifices of the Law, to ſtop the Rage 
of theſe evil Beings. | 
Dex}. It is difficult to believe, that this World 
was ever thus peſtered with Devils, as the Bible re- 
preſents it. 

Hew. Is it not as hard to believe, that this 
World was once very much governed by Grants, 
ſeeing there are none of them now to be found 
on Earth ? But you agreed with me to be tried by 
Scripture, with the Proviſo, that it was not con- 
trary to Reaſon, Now, if you have any Thing to 
offer, to prove what I ſay to be contrary to Rea- 
ſon, I am ready to hear it. | | 5 
Deiſt. I ſtill inſiſt upon it, that, according to 


your Arguments, another might have done the 


lame which Chriſt came to do, and fo have ſpar- 
ed him the Trouble. Indeed, according to the 
com- 


( 22) 

common Opinion of Chriſtians in general, none 
could do the Work he came to do, becauſe, ac- 
cording to them, he came to merit God's Fa- 
vour for Men, which Doctrine you cannot be- 
lieve. I wonder that you ſeek to juſtify the Bible, 
from whence they received ſuch Errors. 

Hen. Sir, you are not, I hope, prejudiced againſt 
the Bible, that you take it amiſs, that I take its Part? 

Deiſt. No, I am not prejudiced at all; but I 
deſire you to tell me what Chriſt did in this 
World more than the Prophets ? They taught the 
fame Doctrine that he did; and if he done no 
more than they, then why might not another 
have done it, and ſo have ſaved him the 
Trouble ? 

Hew. I know the Papiſts and the Calviniſts do 
pretend, that Chriſt has ſatisfied God and his 


Law for Mens Sins, both paſt, preſent, and to 


come; and ſo render Repentance and Reforma- 
tion needleſs, and God implacable. As I have 
ſhewa in my late Anſwer to Mr. Chubb, now, ac- 
cording to theſe pretended Chriſtians, Chrift has 
done ſomething extraordinary, that is, darkened 
the Perfections of his Father, and encouraged the 
Practice of Sin. This is what none of the Pro- 
phets ever pretended to do. Theſe Chriſtians, as 
they call themſelves, act like two Perſons, who 
ſhould here ſentence, pronounce, both for and a- 
gainſt Men on their Trial. The firſt, who imi- 
tates the Papiſt, goes away, and ſays, I have 
heard ſome Juſtified, and others condemned: 
And therefore, I the Pope, and my Prieſts, have 
Power to juſtify or indulge, and to condemn 
whom we pleaſe. The ſecond, who imitates the 


Calviniſts, ſays, I have heard ſome Juſtitied, and 


others 


( 23) 

others condemned : I therefore firmly believe, 
that thoſe who were Juſtified, can never be con- 
demned, be they for the future never ſo wicked: 
Vea, and J farther firmly believe, that thoſe of 
their Sort, in any future Generation, cannot be 
condemned be they never ſo wicked; that is, thoſe, 
and they only, who can believe as I John Calvin 
do, and all others of all Generations muſt be 
damned, A third ſtarts up, who reſembles you 
Deiſts, and fays, I have conſidered the Report 
you have both given of this Matter, and cannot 
pay any Regard to your Belief, or to your Judges. 
Sentence, it being all Prieſt-craft, The Appli- 
cation of it is eaſy ; the Deiſts, I think, do not 
do well to condemn the Bible, only becauſe the 
Papiſts and Calviniſts have miſ-repreſented it. If 
the two former had not miſ-repreſented the Caſe, 
then there had been no Cauſe for the third to 
complain: So that I perceive the Pap:/ts and Cal- 
viniſis are the Cauſe of Deiſm ; and the Deiſts I 
think are to blame, not to diſtinguiſh between the 
Language of the Bible, and the Miſ-repreſenta- 
tions of theſe pretended Chriſtians. According 
to me, Chr:i/? came to redeem all the World from 
under the Power of the worſt of Beings, by his 
Knowledge. A Work, which I think none elſe 
could do: However, if you think God might 
have appointed another for that Work, that will 
not effect my Argument, becauſe whoſoever this 
great Work was done by, yet it anſwers the fame 
End. The Qy@rc only is, Whether God might 
not have picked out a more proper Perſon for that 
Uſe, it he pleaſed, And what is that to us; and 
how can you prove that it is ſo? 


Deiſt 


* 
- * * 1 * . : Fa ” 
+ 
EFF 8 
2 — 1 


. — 
N Iv 


"— , 

% — . — 

4 2 2 — 
24 oc py 
R —">—"a8 


* — 
* 0 
8 * = 
2 g a 


2 * Se cedout 


„ * 4 
= > —— 
«4 * * 


2 
FA 


(24) 
Dei. Some Chriſtians tell us, that Men were 
juſtified from before the World began. 
Hew. Herein I think they are much miſtaken ; 
becauſe they go from the Uſe of the Word: For 
they may as properly ſay, Men were of ſuch a 


Trade, from the Foundation of the World, as to 


fay, they were Juſtified from the Foundation of 
the World. They make uo proper Diſtinction 
between juſtify, appoint, and elect, Men may 
be appointed to ſuch Employments, and yet not 
juſtified in their well occupying in ſuch Employ- 
ment, the one is naturally before the other, as 
much as Actions muſt be before the Approbation 
of ſuch Actions. So a Prophet may be ſaid to be 
choſen or elected of God, before he is appointed 
to receive the Reward of his Doings. Theſe 
Things, tho' as plain as that two and two make 
four ; yet behold how it has puzzled the wiſe and 
learned Men of this World, after they have ſpent 
many Years in Learning, yet they are not learn- 
ed enough to diſcern any Difference between 
Men's being appointed by God to do good Works, 
and his appointing them a Reward for their Obe- 
dience to him. And tho' a Child can eaſily make 
Diſtinctions between theſe forementiond Ideas, e- 
ven without Learning; yet the learned Mr. Gill, 
and many more, will not perceive plain Truth. 
But Fourthly, Theſe my Notions tend to convince 
the Deiſts, Papiſts, and Calviniſts. 

Deijt. But what ſhould make theſe Men fo blind ? 

Hew, I take it to be as our Lord ſaid, that 
they have blinded their own Eyes. Whether it 
was Love to Riches, Honour, or Pleaſure, I will 


lgave that to their own Conſciences. In our Days 
IS 


% 


(25) a 
is come to paſs, that which has, been in our Sa- 
viour's Days, namcly, that even Children and 
Men unlearned, knows more of the Truth of 

lain Doctrines, than many wiſe and learned Men. 
The Papiſts and Proteſtants have long contended 
about Religion; and yet has hitherto too much o- 
verlooked the Cauſe of ſuch Contentions. There 
could be no room for Papiſts Tranſubſtantiation, 
if the true Intent of the Word Juſtify were well 
conſidered ; for if that Generation only were Juſ- 
tified by his Blood, and that only temporally, to 
prevent the Rage of evil Angels, then it will ap- 
pear even Folly, for this or any other Generation, 
ſince that in which Chriſt lived, to pretend to be 
freely Juſtified by Chriſt's Blood. There could 
then be no room to expect Abſplution from 
Prieſts, or any Indulgency on that Account. This 
will overthrow all the Corruptions of Popery, and 
bring to Shame all their Prieſt-crafr., This alſo 
will be juſt Matter of Shame to the Calviniſts, and 
the Metlodiſis their Followers, to think that they 
ſhould ſeparate themſelves from Popery, and yet 
maintain that which ſupports theſe Errors, . which 
they themſelves condemn. Again, if Chriſt came 
to fave the then preſent World of Creatures from 
temporal Deſtruction, that fo this World might 
be farther tried, and not cut off in their ignorance, 
then now greatly are they miſtaken, who imagine 
that his Blood jufithes Men to Eternity, even con- 
trary to the proper Senie of that Word ? Ihey 
are wrong in their Notion, of unconditional Elec- 
tion Md Reprobation, How unreaſonable is it to 
argue, that becauſe God foretaw that his Son, 
his Knowledge, jaltify many, as be- 


D fore 
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fore explained, that is, acquit them from a cer- 


tlin Charge brought againſt them, that thereſore, 
he before appointed them to eternal Salvation, 
without any regard had to their Works? All theſe 
Mens Errors are built upon the fame Foundation 
as that of irreſiſtible Grace, and final Perſeverance, 


and the like. Thus you ſee, that if this Doctrine 


of Free Juſtification is cightly uwnderitood, it natu- 
rally tends to turn the Papiſt and the Caloiniſts 
from their monſtrous Errors, 

Dei/t. May none be faid to be Juſtified by 
Chriſt, but they of that Generation? 

Hero. Yes, Sir, others may, I think, be Juſ- 
tified by Chrif, be ſides them of that wa 
but not 2 that Act of Juſtification brought about 
by his Son's undertaking Death and Sufferings. 
As he is a Mediator, ſo it may be {aid in a proper 
Senſe, that he docs acquit them for whom he 
does intercede: And as he ever lives to make Inter- 


ceſſion, fo he may be ſaid, to acquit or ſer at liber- 


ty, by his Interceſſion. But then this is not that 
Act the Apoſtles refer- to, when they ſaid, we 
were, or are Juſtified, fignitying the Tim e paſt. 
That Act is already paſt, aud cannot belong to a- 
ny who were not then in being. But that is no 
Rule that others have not been Juſtified by any 
other Act fince Sodom and Gomorrah had been 
Tuſtified. Had there been foun nd ten righteous 
Perſons there the that is, all the Inhabitants of 
theſe Cities, except the ten righteous Perſons, 
had then been acquitted or juſtified, \ vithout good 
Works: Being wicked, and without Faith in 
Chriſf's Blood, only becauſe they, that is, the 
City 


1 
7 


1 


1 


1 


(ap he 
City in general, were not ſo univerſally wicked as 
was reported, 

Dei/?. You fay free Juſtification by Chri/?, is 
to be confined to that Generation only in which 
Chri/? lived; and yet you tell us, that other Ge- 

erations ſince may be Juſtified by him, as he is 
an Interceſſor, tho not by the fame Act of Juſtt- 


| fication Which paſt at that Time. If ſo, wherein 


do you differ from them? You ſcem to ſuppoſe 
they do not ſay, that Men of all Generations 
were actually Juſtified at that Time by Chriſt's 
Blood, but only that he made Proviſion for Men 
of all Generations at that Time, that they might 
be Juſtified in their ſeveral ſucceeding Genera- 


: tions. 


Hew. The Difference is this ; they! imagine that 
all Chriſtians of all Agas ſince Chriſt, are " Tuſtifi- 
ed, on cheir Believing, as a Conſzquence of 
Chriſ?'s Death and Sufferings. This is not the 
Ju ſtification which I mean, becauſe it cannot be 
extender to all the World, Godly and Ungodly, 
According to them, very few of Mankind ſhare 
in it; but when the Scrip:ure {peaks of the Bene- 
an and Bleſi:ngs beflowed on Men, as a Conſe- 

gence of Cbriſt's Death and Suffer! ings, it is al- 
8 e BY! as free for all the W 7orld, Godly 
Vngodly, without any Diſtinction. But 
hen the Scripture ſpeaks of Men's improving 
theſe Bleſſings of Ch rift 8 Goſpel, then it talks 
quite differeat, both in diſtinguiſhing between 
ci 195 Perſons and others, and K af in promiſing to 
theſe eternal Life, as a Reward of their making 
e Uſe of theſe Goſpel Bleſſings: But when 
de Scripiure ſpeaks of Chriſt's Bleſſings, as ex- 
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tended to all, without Diſtinction, then there 


is no Promiſe of eternal Life joined with it. 


Deiſt. Does not it ſound odd to ſay, as you do, 
that all the World were Juſtified by Chr/7, and 
yet, at the ſame Time, your Bible tells you that 
all are guilty before God), 

Hew. Tho' all Mankind may be faid to be 
guilty before God, yet they who are accuſed, may 
be gyercharged, chat! is, may be accuſed of being 
ſo guilty, as that they deſerve to be deſtroyed, 
when at the ſame Time, they were ignorant in a 
great meaſure; and therefore it was more wiſe to 
inſtruct them, than to deſtroy them; and ſo they 
are acquitted not of all Guilt, but of not deſerving 
to be dettroyed ? 

Deiſt, Can the Accuſer bring any more Af- 
flictions on the Accuſed, by any or all of his 
ſubtle Inſinuations, than would have befallen him, 
had he not been accuſcd. 

Few, It appears to me, that 7e had not ſuf- 
fered as he did, had he not been accuſed : And the 
Deſtruction of Sodom is repreſented as being oc- 
caſioned by a Report that they were excceding 
wicked. Theſe Accuſers of Mankind, aie fa = 
poſed by Scripture, to be turned out of their own 
Habitations, as Adam wes turned out of Paradiic 
on Account of Sin; and that theſe evil Angels 
were ſtripped ct all their Glory, * ed naked 
to ſpeak after the Manner of Men: And as they, 
as well as we, have to do with a Jul God, ſo 
theſe evil Beings may lay claim t6a Demand, 
that other Sinners may be ferved as they were, 
ſtripped of all, and by that means many as well 


as Jeb, may have ſuffered by theſe evil Beings : 
And 
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And indeed were there none to accuſe Men, I do 
not ſec any need of a Mediator, I do not take 
Chri/} to need to prevail on God to be kind to 
Men. No; his Office ſeems to be to prevent the 
Accuſer from doing that Miſchief, as otherwiſe 
he would do os the Coming of Chriſt into 
this World, It was common for to be openly 
and notoriouſly puniſhed, for open and notorious 
Sins, eſpecially if they profeſſed to know and 
ſerve the only true God. And ſometimes we are 
informed, that evil Angels were Inſtruments to 
inflict Puniſhment thereon ; but ſince his recety- 
ing all Power, both in Heaven and Earth, Men 
are reſerved to a future Judgment. Theſe evil 
Beings do not appear to have ſuch Power now as 
they had before ; and therefore ſome are ready to 


judge, that there were never any ſuch Beings in 


the World, becauſe they do not now act as they 


did before Chrif came in the Fleth. It does not 


appear now that any are puniſhed or afflicted, any 
otherwiſe then to reform them, eſpecially amongſt 
Chriſtians. And js it not infinitely better to be in 
the Power of the Son of God to diſpoſe of us, than 
to be under the Power of evil Angels? Under 
the old Diſpenſation, the Fear of temporal Judg- 
ments were appointed to deter Men from Sin ; 
but now it is future Rewards and Puniſhments, 
that are as Motives to forſake Sin, and chule Vir- 
tue. Is it not ſtrange to affirm, that becauſe 
Chr:/t came and caſt out the Prince of this World 
from being God's Executioner, as not being fir 
tor that Office ; that therefore all Generations e- 
ver fnce, are pardoned and accepted on that Ac- 
count? If you fay all Men of all Ages fince are 

par- 
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( 39 ) 
pardoned and accepted, becauſe they believe : To 
which'I anſwer, I queſtion whether it is ſo much 
Virtue to believe now, as it was when Chriſtiani- 
ty was firſt taught to Mankind, or whether it is 
not a greater Trial of our Sincerity to. profeſs 
Chriſt, to the Hazard of our Lives, than it is to 
profeſs him, when it is the Faſhion of the World 
ſo to do. If it is more Virtuein the former Caſe 
than in the latter, as it is evidently the Caſe; then 
the Word believe, as it is frequently uſed by our 
Lord and his Apoftles, cannot be as applicable to 
cther Generations as it was to that, unleſs others 
labour under the ſame Difficulties. Now for Mi- 
niſters to cite Texts at Random, and to tell the 
Ignorant that ſach Promiſes or Threatenings be- 
long to them and all Generations, equally as it did 
to them it was ſpoke to, is not doing che Bible 
nor their Hearers Juſtice: As for Inſtance, when 
it is ſaid, IF they believe in therr Hear? „and con- 
jeſs him with their Minth, bey. all be ſaved. I 
ſay this Promiſe cannot be applicable to all Chriſ- 
tians of all Ages, eſpecially if we ſuppoſe ĩt to mean 
eternal Salvation, as is the common Notion: For 
then it would be eaſy for many to be cternally ſav- 
ed, tho' never ſo wicked. And when cur Lord 
nid, fx believe not that I am be, ye ſball die in 
Four S725 : theſc N Fords cannot * applied 2 2 A 
Generations, to ſuch who had not ſuticient Evi- 
dence. More Inſtances might be given. 
Deiſt. If you examine Nom. iti $3, 136, 3c. 

ou may ſee that aßen, which 1s bac cal- 
led free, is ſaid to be thro Faith: But you ſup- 
poſe tree Juſtification io be without Faith. 


Het. 
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Hero. T ſuppoſe the World in general to be 
Juſtified at that Time, thro* the Faith of them 
who did believe, even as Sodom would have been 
Juſtified, that is, acquitted from the Charge of 
being ſo wicked, as not to have ten righteous Per- 
ſons amongſt them, by the Righteouſnels of theſe 
ten Perſons. So the World may be {aid to be Juſ- 
tified thro' Faith; for the Apoſtle here refers to 
all Mankind, both Fews and Gentiles, even to 
ſuch who had no fear of God before their Eyes, 
Ver. 18, 23, 24. For all have ſinned, and come 
{Hort of the Glory of God, and are Juſtified free- 
ly, &c. Whereby it appears, that the Word 
they muſt mean all Mankind then in being: And 
as it is objected, that the Reaſon why ſome take 
Pardon and Juſtification to mean the ſame Thing, 
is becauſe it is here called Remiſſion of Sins that 
are paſt, Ver. 25. To which J anſwer, theſe very 
Perſons who were juſtified, were allo pardoned, 
that is, they were acquitted of the Charge brought 
againſt them, as that they were not fo wicked as 
to deſerve to be utterly deſtroyed ; they not being 
ſo bad, but that there might be ſome Hope of 
their Amendment, becauſe they were not all har- 
dened in Sin. And as they were become ſo bad, 
thro' the Subtlety of their Prince, they ſhould al- 
ſo be forgiven all their paſt Sins. Here tho' theſe 
Perſons are freely Juſtified, and pardoned their 
paſt Sins; yet the Act of Juſtification and Pardon 
are very different. Now if theſe Words muſt be 
underſtood, as to belong to all Generations, that 
God will always, thro' Chriſt, pardon all paſt 
Sins from one Generation to. another; that is, 
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he will pardon all Sins: For when once Sin is 
committed, then it is paſt; and ſo all Sin may 


be called paſt Sin: But I ſuppoſe there was a 
Time, when the Words were properly meant 
to that Generation. This will, J hope, help 
ſome of the Caluiniſis out of their Dungeon 
of Miſtakes, as well as the Papiſts; and I hope 
you will at laſt fee the Beauty of the Chriſtian 


Religion. 


If any ſhall think proper to object againſt any 
Thing I have wrote, I intend either to defend it, 
or publickly acknowledge my Miſtake. 
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